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fourteen " hallebardiers" for his guard, besides chariots for transport of tents, baggage, provisions, and ammunition. We wonder whether he was better paid than his soldiers, who undoubtedly deserted for want of money and food. This was always the great difficulty with Maximilian, who, with all his vast schemes of conquest, was always so terribly short of money. We have seen how reluctant the States were to vote him any subsidies; even the small sums promised, hardly ever reached the sovereign until too late, and the letters of the Regent Marguerite to her father are one long lamentation concerning the sufferings of her army.
Here are a few instances. The garrison of Tiel in December 1507 implore the Regent to pay them that which is owing, as, for the most part, the men have no coat or doublet or shirt on their backs, and have nothing to eat. If cloth is sent them and payment for a fortnight, they will have patience a little longer, otherwise they must give up the city for want of the necessaries of life. Breda makes the same appeal through Henry of Nassau. The Prince of Anhalt had already written from the camp before Pouderoyen in the same strain.
Florent of Egmond sends word that the garrison of Arnheim threaten to surrender the city :
" Madame . . . the Captains have come to tell me finally and positively that they cannot hold out; they are in such great necessity and have suffered so much, that if money be not sent within fourteen days, they will leave the town . .. but I do not know where to find even a hundred florins, by credit or other-                        in the                       of
